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Faith and Inspiration OBITUARY 


In Christ: An Immersive Experience 


As Homestead Mennonite 
Church continues to prayerfully 
seek God's will in filling the role of 
pastor in our congregation, we also 
continue to be blessed to have 
diverse members of the Body of 
Christ deliver messages of wisdom, 
hope, and love to our participants. 
In our most recent remote corporate 
worship service, we 
were privileged to be 
joined by Marta 
Castillo, Leadership 
Minister of Intercul- 
tural Formation at 
Mosaic Conference, 
streaming live from 
Pennsylvania. Marta 
spoke to us about being 
in Christ and what that 
can mean for our daily 
journey of faith and 
how we relate to 
others. Her message 
inspired and provoked 
me on to further existential contem- 
plation, and so I am embarking on 
another two-part series, this time 
focusing on the notions of being "in 
Christ" and having "Christ in us." 

We are generally accustomed to 
expressions of being "in" some- 
thing: in a hurry, in trouble, in line, 
in the mood, in love, etc. We under- 
stand that these may indicate a 
physical condition, but can also 
describe a more figurative, circum- 
stantial, cognitive, or even 
emotional state or position. As with 
many matters of spiritual truth and 
awareness, being “in Christ” 
represents a mode of existence and 
operation that extends through 
many aspects of our lives, intend- 
ing to encompass our entire range 
of thoughts and actions. 

Our attribution of being "in" 
something often refers to being 
fully involved and engrossed in an 
experience. In the field of elec- 
tronic entertainment, those of us 
who develop, design, or participate 
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in computer or video games may 
refer to the quality of being fully 
drawn into a digital virtual environ- 
ment as "immersive." 

When a game provides such 
convincing, authentic, or intriguing 
sensory and cognitive interactions 
that players are compelled to antici- 
pate, assimilate, and embody the 
personality and behav- 
iors of the game's char- 
acters — while also 
allowing for a measure 
of individuality to be 
manifested on the part 
of the players them- 
selves during the 
gaming activity — 
we will tend to describe 
that game as very 
immersive. We find 
ourselves "in" the game, 
our perceptions com- 
pletely engulfed and 
bound by the constructs 
of the simulation, doing our best to 
fulfill certain roles and expecta- 
tions as defined by the game's plot 
and parameters. 

I wonder if being in Christ 
might be something like this kind 
of immersive experience, where we 
take on the qualities and character- 
istics of that which we are meant to 
be emulating. I suspect that the idea 
of immersion in its various formu- 
lations may indeed contribute to 
this understanding of which we 
seek. 

The television series "Star Trek: 
The Next Generation" (and its spin- 
offs) features fictional holographic 
technology called the "holodeck" 
which generates realistic simulated 
environments utilized for various 
purposes — recreation, research, 
escapism, etc. In a particular 
episode, one of the engineering 
officers of the starship USS Enter- 
prise, Lieutenant Reginald Barclay, 
suffers from a form of addiction to 
the simulation fantasies that he 


WELLNESS ON WHEEL 


Providing Miami-Dade County pets FREE medical services including 
physical exams, wellness vaccines and boosters, heartworm and fecal 
parasite screening, deworming, heartworm and flea/tick prevention, 
ear cleaning, nail trimming and referrals for spay/neuter surgery or 


TUESDAY - SATURDAY 
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
1:30PM - 6:30 PM 


MIAMI-DADE, 
COUNTY, 


d 


COMMUNITY VETERINARY CARE 
WELLNESS DN WHEELS 


other needed medical services if available. 


VISIT 


OR CALL 311 


FOR LOCATIONS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 


CONNECT. 
ADOPT. 
VE. 


LESLI BURKHEAD 


The WOW Mobile and wellness services are made possible 
in part by a generous gift from Friends of Miami Animals 
Foundation, Inc. and grant from PetSmart Charities. 


305-282-9603 


ar 


List your 


hme = 


erty ani 
id 


produces within the holodeck. This 
compulsion is partly an outcome of 
his general social awkwardness and 
ultimately ends up interfering with 
his ability to perform his duties on 
the ship effectively. His best friend, 
Chief Engineer Geordi LaForge, 
attempts to confront him regarding 
this situation. 

LAFORGE: You're going to be able 
to write the book on holo-add- 
iction. Look, I know how easy it is 
to get caught up in it. I fell in love 
in there once. 

BARCLAY: Really? 

LAFORGE: But I knew when it 
was time to turn it off and say 
goodbye. It wasn't easy, but I did it. 
BARCLAY: You know, the people I 
create in there are more real to me 
than anyone I meet out here, except 
maybe you, Commander. 
LAFORGE: I need you out here, 
Reg. Now more than ever. 

As we may observe, one aspect 
of a full immersion of conscious- 
ness or sensation involves a kind of 
psychological and emotional com- 
mitment to embrace the perceived 
reality of that in which we are 
immersed. Sometimes, this occurs 
to such a degree that we can have 
difficulty distinguishing this 
experience from anything outside 
the immersion, or we may end up 
preferring the "alternative" reality 
that results from this total 
immersion. 

In the case of potential addiction 
to something like simulated reality, 
most of us can probably realize the 
detrimental effects of such depend- 
ence on artificiality. However, with 
regard to being in Christ, absolute 
immersion can facilitate more ef- 
fectively fulfilling our objective to 
be like Jesus, leading us toward a 
more accurate and satisfying under- 
standing and appreciation of what 
is true and real. 

In the New Testament, the 
conceptualization of being in Christ 
occurs regularly through- 
out the various texts. We 
are assured of various 
boons bestowed upon us 
due to this intended 
immersion. In some of the 
letters to the various first- 
century congregations, we 
are told that the following 
products of grace — 
among many — are 
derived from such a 
status: we have been 
raised to "walk in newness 
of life" (Romans 6:3-4); 
we are dead to sin and 
alive to God (Romans 
6:11); we have been 
conferred the gift of 
eternal life (Romans 
6:23); we are no longer 
condemned (Romans 8:1); 
we are part of the new 
creation (2 Corinthians 
5:17); we are children of 
God (Galatians 3:26); we 
are blessed with every 
spiritual blessing 
(Ephesians 1:3); we are 
seated with him in the 
heavenly places (Ephe- 
sians 2:6); we are created 
for good works (Ephe- 
sians 2:10). One could 
readily associate these 
with a kind of alternative 
(i.e., authentic) reality 
resulting from a true and 
ongoing conversion and 
immersion experience. 

From scripture we 
understand that our 
immersion in Christ is 
related to the unity of the 
Body of Christ as a whole, 
as well as our individual 
identity as members of 
that Body. In Jesus's 
prayer to the Father as 
recorded in the sev- 
enteenth chapter of the 
gospel of John, he empha- 
sizes this unity between 
himself, the Father, and all 
believers, reiterating the 
phraseology of being in 
him and of him being in 
us. It seems clear that 
being in Christ has some 
direct correlation to 
having Christ in us. 

We will explore this 
further in the next article. 
In the meantime, let us 
remember to invite the 
Holy Spirit to lead us into 
the most immersive 
experience in Christ that 
we can imagine — not a 
mere digital simulation, 
but a real and life-altering 
exploration of faith, hope, 
and love. 


Robert Dean Crebbin 


Robert Dean Crebbin was 
born July 21, 1932 in 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Later in life his family 
moved to Ft. Pierce, Florida 
where he graduated Fort 
Pierce High School. 

He served in the US 
Navy during the Korean 
Conflict. After discharge he 
attended the University of 
Miami and worked evenings 
at Mercy Hospital where he 
met his wife JoAnn. They were married in June 1958. 

He owned Biscayne Medical Laboratory in the 
1960’s in Perrine and did the lab work for the local 
patients, physicians and East Ridge Medical Center. 

He was very sports oriented and helped coach 
Khourey League Baseball. Later, he was President of 
South Dade High School Baseball Boosters. He was 
an avid golfer and member of the Redland Golf 
Course. 

In the 70’s, he changed professions and joined the 
Dade County Fire Department where he spent the next 
20 years until his retirement. 

He is preceeded in death by his parents, Charles 
and Adeline Crebbin and son Steven. 

He leaves his wife JoAnn of 63 years, son Chris 
and wife Cindy, three grandchildren - Sarah, Kelly and 
Eric, and four great-grandchildren - Landon, Audrey, 
Isla and Riley, and sister Judy Rundell of Orlando. 

A thank you to all the hospice nursed for their 
tender loving care. 

If you would like to donate in Bob’s name - 
Parkinson Foundation or to the University of Florida 
Foundation Inc., PO Box 14425, Fund 8253 Steven 
Crebbin Memorial Scholarship Fund, Gainesville, FL 
32604. 


Leonor Guardiola 


Leonor Guardiola, a 
woman of God, beloved 
mother of six, grand- 
mother of 29, sister of 
eight and friend of many, 
left this world suddenly 
on August 17th, 2021 at 
age 71 due to COVID-19. 

Born to Gonzalo and 
Maria Catalina Guardiola 
in Pharr, Texas. 

After graduating from 
high school, she moved to 
Florida becoming a certified children’s caretaker/giver. 
With six children of her own, she chased her dreams 
and began a cleaning service company, servicing new 
construction homes across the state of Florida. Later 
retiring in Taylors, South Carolina. 

Leonor loved spending time in the kitchen, creating 
delicious meals for her family. Her children and grand- 
children would eagerly gather around the kitchen table 
when she prepared her authentic Mexican meals. 
Leonor’s stories about her travels and family heritage 
were sought after by all her kin. She was a skilled 
singer and filled her home with music ranging from 
Christian gospel to mariachi inspired artist; Vincente 
Fernandez and Rosio Durcal being among her favorite. 
Most weekends were spent crocheting and knitting 
keepsakes and spending time with her loved ones. 

Leonor’s cheerful outlook on life, bright personality 
and shining light will be missed greatly by all those 
who she inspired. This includes, but is not limited, to 
her loved ones. Her family is deeply saddened by this 
great loss, but hold rejoice in knowing she is in a 
better place and at peace. 

A private funeral service and burial will be held on 
August 27th and 28th 2021 at Caballero Rivero Palms 
Woodlawn Funeral Home and Cemetery, Naranja, FL . 


Church Hosts Community 


Resource Fair Saturday 


By Kevin Lewis 

As many students got back to school over the last 
couple of weeks, getting them ready for the new year 
can be a daunting challenge, with so many items and 
supplies needed to support their varied studies over the 
next couple of months. 

On Saturday August 28, the husband and wife 
pastoral team of Elou and Widza Fleurine from Home- 
stead’s King James Universal Ministry invite the 
public to their first annual Community Resource Fair, 
to equip all interested residents in getting all the help 
they need. Offering resources on business manage- 
ment, disaster preparedness, and even first-time home- 
buyers information, attendees can learn about these 
valuable life skills and more. 

Free health screenings will also be available for 
glucose, blood pressure, and kidneys; ensuring that 
those lives are lived in the healthiest ways possible. 

The 9am-3pm event will be held at 1001 NE 15th 
Street, 33030 in Homestead. 

For more information, please contact Carolyn 
Pates at patescarolyn@yahoo.com or at 305-910-5259. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 
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